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The American Institute of Architecture Central Valley (AIACV) is pleased to invite you to travel to China
with us for two weeks in October, 2007.
We will visit the great city of Beijing where we will see the Great Wall, Tiananmen Square, the Grand
National Theater, the Forbidden City, the Summer Palace, Olympic venues including the Bird’s Nest and
Water Cube. In Xi’an, we will explore the Muslim Quarter, Great Mosque, Terracotta Warriors, Ancient
City Walls, as well as the Bell and Drum Towers. In Shanghai we will tour the Shanghai Urban Planning
Exhibition Center, the World Financial Center, Pearl of the Orient Tower, the Bund, Yu Garden, and the
Xintiandi. While in Shanghai, we will also take in an evening performance of the Chinese Acrobatic Show
and a side trip to Tiger Hill, the Humble Administrator’s Garden and the Suzhou Museum.
We will meet and travel in Beijing and Shanghai with our colleagues from the World Association of
Chinese Architects (WACA) who have arranged for private tours of the Olympic Stadium and the World
Financial Center. Plenty of down time has been included in our itinerary as well for a less hectic
schedule.
This trip offers opportunities not typically available to travelers and is designed to enhance our
understanding of Chinese culture, history, and architecture. We look forward to having you share this
journey with us.
Phyllis A. Newton
Executive Director
AIA Central Valley
This tour qualifies for approximately 45 (exact number pending approval from AIA National Continuing
Education). The AIA Central Valley will automatically report credit on behalf of its members following
completion of the tour.
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Traveling to China we will cross the international dateline, arriving in Beijing the next day in the late
afternoon.
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Arrival in Beijing

As the capital of China, Beijing is one of the world's truly imposing cities, with a 3,000year history and
over 11 million people. It is the political, cultural and economic center of the People’s Republic of China,
and where our China adventure begins.
We will arrive at the Beijing Capital Airport at approximately 2:30pm local time. After passing through
customs, we will travel by coach to our hotel, arriving at approximately 4:30pm. We will allow a few hours
for unpacking, freshening up, and rest time, before regrouping for a light, informal dinner at 7:00pm.

Tiananmen Square
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Tiananmen Square / Grand National Theater
Forbidden City
Summer Palace
After breakfast in our hotel, we travel by coach to historic Tiananmen Square, the largest downtown
square in the world, where we will meet up with our WACA colleagues. Tiananmen Square is also known
as “The Spiritual Heart of China” so it is only fitting it is here that national flag is raised at exactly sunrise
everyday.
We will next walk the short distance to the Grand
National Theater. In a daring design by French
architect Paul Andreu, the three halls that comprise
the new National Theater are tucked inside an egg of
titanium and glass, covering a total floor space of
around 180,000 square meters. This striking “egg”
floats upon an artificial lake. We will enter by escalator
and appear to plunge into the waterwith Chairman
Mao's portrait at the Forbidden City behind us.
As we depart the Grand National Theater, we leave
the ultra modern behind for China’s imperial past and
our next destination: the majestic Forbidden City.
Located in the center of Beijing, the Forbidden City
was the imperial palace of the Ming and Qing
dynasties. With a history of around 600 years, it is the
grandest palace complex still remaining in China.
Be sure to wear comfortable shoes, the Forbidden
City’s size is on par with its breathtaking beauty. Our
leisurely schedule will provide ample time for rest
stops, sketching and conversations with our friends
from WACA.
We will depart the Forbidden City and stop for a
relaxing lunch before continuing on to the truly
magnificent Summer Palace.
The Summer Palace is located on the northwestern
outskirts of the city. Built under the direction of the
Empress Dowager Ci’xi at a cost of over 80,000,000
taels of silver (roughly 5.45 millions pounds,
approximately 1.2 billion dollars on today’s market), it
was an imperial summer resort of the Qing Dynasty.
With its perfect layout, regal buildings and enchanting
landscape, it is arguably the most resplendent
classical garden in China.

For dinner, our WACA colleagues will join us as we celebrate our first full day in China by feasting upon a
traditional Peking Duck Welcome Dinner at one of Beijing’s most famous Peking Duck houses, the
Quanjude Roast Duck Restaurant.
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The Great Wall
Yuan Ming Yuan Garden 300th Anniversary  Academy Seminar
Peking Duck Welcome Dinner

We will breakfast in our hotel, and then depart on our first excursion: a visit to the majestic Great Wall
(Badaling Section), the most famous symbol of China and one of the world's most remarkable
architectural wonders. The ride will last approximately 45 minutes, during which we will see downtown
Beijing’s skyscrapers juxtaposed alongside its ancient hutongs. As with all of our excursions, please be
sure to wear comfortable shoes, as you will be allowed to hike the Great Wall at your leisure.
Our colleagues from the World Association of Chinese Architects (WACA) will join us on our visit to the
Great Wall and will provide professional insights regarding the Wall’s construction, unique architectural
features and restorations. The Badaling Section of the Great Wall was first built during the Ming Dynasty
(13681644 AD) and heavily restored in the 1950s and 1980s.
After visiting the Great Wall our WACA colleagues have invited us to take part in the opening ceremony of
the Yuan Ming Yuan Garden 300th Anniversary Academy Seminar. Yuan Ming Yuan Imperial Garden,
also known as the Old Summer Palace, was a complex of palaces and gardens located northwest of the
Beijing city walls. The site was built in the late 18th and early 19th century and was the location from
which the Qing dynasty resided and handled their government affairs. The Forbidden City was only used
for formal ceremonies, as Yuan Ming Yuan was the location from which power was exerted. The site
was famous for its extensive collection of gardens, amazing architectural buildings and works of art. The
complex was entirely destroyed by troops from Britain and France in 1860. To this date the destruction of
the Gardens is still regarded as a symbol of foreign aggression and humiliation in China. As you can
imagine for many reasons the decision whether to rebuild or maintain the existing ruins is quite a hot topic
and will be discussed at the Seminar.
Note: Due to our unique relationship with WACA, we are the only AIA chapter to receive a very special
invitation to participate in this historic event. In addition, one of our own AIA Central Valley architects will be
provided an opportunity to speak during the opening ceremony today.
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WACA Meeting
Olympic Venues: Bird’s Nest & Water Cube

After breakfasting in the hotel, we will join our WACA colleagues for a presentation on the spectacular
Olympic venues under construction for the 2008 Beijing games. Following the presentation will be a Q&A
session and open discussion forum. Those who count themselves among the “nonarchitecturally
minded” are free to take the morning as free time, rejoining the group for lunch.
After breaking for a lunch with our WACA colleagues, we will travel by coach for private “Architect’s
Tours” of the awe inspiring Olympic Stadium (the Bird’s Nest) and the National Aquatics Center (the
Water Cube). These trip highlights have been arranged especially for our AIA visit.
The Beijing National Stadium, also known as the Bird's Nest, will
be the main track and field stadium for the 2008 Summer Olympics
and will be host to the Opening and Closing Ceremonies.
The stadium's appearance is one of synergy, with no distinction
made between the facade and the superstructure. The structural
elements mutually support each other and converge into a gridlike
formation  almost like a bird's nest with its interwoven twigs. The
spatial effect of the stadium is novel and radical, creating a unique
historical landmark for the Olympics of 2008.
Just as birds stuff the spaces between the woven twigs of their nests with soft filler, the spaces in the
structure of the stadium will be filled with inflated ETFE cushions. Originally, on the roof, the cushions
were to be mounted on the outside of the structure to make the roof completely weatherproof. The sliding
roof was an integral part of the stadium structure. When it was to be closed, it would have converted the
stadium into a covered arena; however, the sliding roof was eliminated in 2004 in an effort to cut costs
and increase overall safety of the radical new structure.
The National Aquatics Center, or the Water Cube, fully
represents the concept of "Green Olympics" in terms of
architecture, outside layer engineering, environmental protection
in the areas of material, energy and water resources as well as
the indoor environmental quality.
Maximum use of natural ventilation and lighting features are
employed in the environmental design of the project's outside
surface, to ensure temperature and humidity control.

Golden California Inc.  2544 Industrial Blvd. West Sacramento, CA 95691  (916) 3718023, ext 37 

www.goldencalifornia.biz

Golden California, Inc.

S
Saattuurrddaayy,, 1100//2200

B
Beeiijjiinngg

((B
B))

Free Day
You are on your own today to explore Beijing, shop, relax, or return
to a favorite spot. Tomorrow we will fly to Xi’an, a part of the
country that is very, very different from China’s Capital city. As for
all “Free Days,” a listing of some of the locale’s most enjoyable
sites (that are not included as part of our regular itinerary) will be
provided for your consideration. The list will include maps, times,
notes and any applicable fees.
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Arrive Xi’an
Muslim Quarter / Great Mosque
Following breakfast, we will check out of our hotel and depart for the Beijing airport for our flight to the
ancient city of Xi’an. For over 1,100 years, Xi’an served as the seat of twelve imperial dynasties. Upon
arrival, we will see Xi’an’s massive city wall, which still encircles the city center, as we take the short drive
to check into our hotel.
In the afternoon, we will explore the old Muslim
Quarter of the city, the beginning of the ancient Silk
Road that once linked Constantinople with China. We
will begin with a tour of the Great Mosque, one of the
oldest and largest Muslim Mosque’s in China.
We will remain in the Muslim Quarter as evening
approaches and the old night market comes to life.
Dinner options in the Muslim Quarter range from
inexpensive street stalls to elegant restaurants. We will
be on our own for dinner so that we can be free to
sample that which is most appealing to each of us.

We will meet at a prearranged site for transportation back to the hotel and good night’s rest.
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Terra Cotta Warriors
Ancient City Walls
Bell and Drum Towers
Today, you will enjoy a fullday excursion to the incredible, lifesize
Terracotta Warriors and Horses. After lunch, we will visit the
Ancient City Walls and then the Bell and Drum Towers.
The world famous Terracotta Warriors and Horses were
discovered in 1974 by local farmers digging a well, and were soon
recognized as one of the most significant archeological finds of the
20th century. The 6,000 painted, lifesize Terracotta Warriors and
Horses (individually sculpted from reallife models and arranged in
battle formation) have been protecting the mausoleum of China’s
first emperor, Qin Shihuang, for over 2,200 years.
Xi’an’s Ancient City Walls were built during the 14th century on
Tang dynasty foundations. Attributed to the Ming Dynasty, these
walls make up the largest, bestpreserved, ancient fortress in the
world. On each of the four sides of the fortress there are gates and
over each gate, a gate tower. The ancient architects were able to
form a tight, defense engineering system while simultaneously
creating a magnificently lofty look. The photo to the right shows the
north gate of the city wall, giving a clear image of the wall’s
massive size and defensive attributes.
The Bell Tower is a stately, traditional building that marks the
geographical center of the ancient capital. From this important
landmark, streets extends East, South, West and North, connecting
the Tower to the gates of the City Wall.
The wooden tower, which is the largest and best preserved of its
kind in China, is 118 feet high. It stands on a brick base 116.4 feet
long and 28.2 feet high on each side. The tower was built in 1384
by Emperor Zhu Yuanzhang as a way to dominate the surrounding
countryside and provide early warning of attack by rival rulers.
The Drum Tower is located northwest of the Bell Tower, across
the Bell Tower and Drum Tower Square. Both of them are called
the 'sister buildings' or 'morning bell and dark drum'. In ancient
China, especially from the Yuan Dynasty (12711368), the drums
were used to signal the running of time and, on occasion, were
used as emergency alarms. The architectural style of the Drum
Tower is a combination of the styles of the Tang Dynasty (618
907) and the Qing Dynasty. However, the Drum Tower also has
some innovative features. For example, there are no iron nails
used anywhere in the Drum Tower.
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Shanghai Urban Planning Exhibition Center
World Financial Center
Pearl of the Orient Tower
The Bund
We will depart early (but not too early) as we head for China’s most cosmopolitan and modernistic city,
Shanghai. Known as the "Pearl of the East", Shanghai captivates its visitors. If you like new, bustling and
fast developing cities (and especially cities with countless stunning buildings), you will love Shanghai, the
financial and economic heart of Mainland China. The city’s skyline, and in particular the view of the
Pudong section across the Huangpu River from the Bund, appears like a vision from the mind’s eye of a
science fiction artist. Upon arriving, we will check into our hotel and allow a brief time for freshening up.
Our first stop in Shanghai will be
the Shanghai Urban Planning
Exhibition Center where we will
see an awesomely vast scale
model of urban Shanghai as it will
look in 2020, a master plan full of
endless skyscrapers punctuated
occasionally by patches of green.
The scale model is so large (6,000
square feet), that it covers the
building’s entire third floor.
Housed in a modern fivestory
building made of microlite glass,
this is one of the world's largest
showcases of urban development
and is much more interesting than
its name suggests.
Following our visit to Shanghai Urban Planning Exhibition Center, our professional colleagues from
WACA will join us for a delicious dim sum lunch. After lunch, we will head to the nearby construction site
of the World Financial Center—soon to be Mainland China’s tallest building, and, at the time of our visit,
estimated to be approximately 90% completed. Here, we will receive a very special tour. Our WACA
friends will be our guides while we examine this impressive structure as it nears its completed climb into
the clouds.
A
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E
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…
Construction of the Shanghai World Financial Center, designed
by Kohn Pedersen Fox (KPF) , originally began in 1997, but work
was temporarily interrupted by the Asian Financial Crisis in the
late 1990s and later to accommodate design changes.
The most distinctive feature in the design of the building is an
aperture at the top. This aperture was originally meant to be a
circular moon gate, but the intended design began facing protests
from people, including the mayor of Shanghai, who considered it
too similar to the rising sun design of the Japanese flag. In mid2005 KPF submitted an
alternative design to and a trapezoidal hole replaced the circle at the top of the tower. An
observation deck on the 100th floor is also now part of the final design.
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Having earlier seen a scale model of Shanghai, we next
take in a truly breathtaking view of the city, from the 854
foot high Sightseeing Floor of the stunning Pearl of the
Orient Tower. At 1,535 feet high, it is the tallest tower in
Asia, and the third tallest tower in the world.
We will next enjoy some rest time along the Pudong side
of the Huangpu River, directly across from the Bund and
its famous colonial architecture. Upon our descent, we
will coach back to our hotel to refresh before heading off
for a memorable dinner of “Shanghainese” cuisine.
Following dinner, we will take a short ride to the Bund. Once the most famous and spectacular street in
Asia, the Bund is a symbol of Shanghai’s central role as the financial center of Chinese trade
(Images: The Bund circa 1928, and today)
Tracing back from the Opium War
in 1840 to the 1930's, many foreign
businesses snatched the prime area
in Shanghai to establish concessions,
banks, headquarters, consul houses, etc.
Hence, Shanghai, a small seaside town
one hundred years ago, became the
largest city in Asia. It also earned the

w

reputation of "The Oriental Wall
Street". Even today, visitors can still
feel the prosperity of the old Shanghai
while walking among the turnof
the century buildings.

We will disembark and be free to casually stroll down the Bund at
our own pace, enjoying the spectacular night view of the Pudong
district and its Pearl of the Orient Tower across the Hunagpu River,
as well as the Bund, itself.
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Yu Garden
Acrobatic Show
Xintiandi
We will begin our first full day in Shanghai with a late
start, allowing time for sleeping in, enjoying an espresso
(or cup of Chinese tea) over a copy of the (English
language) Shanghai Daily newspaper, or a leisurely
morning stroll.
We will gather in the hotel lobby around 11:00am, at
which time we will depart for the Yu Market. This is
where we will have our lunch, and similar to our time in
Xi’an’s Muslim Quarter, you will be free wander about
and sample the food of your choosing at your leisure.
The market features a truly remarkable, Shanghai style,
food court and is a great place to pick up souvenirs.
The beautiful Yu Garden is conveniently located adjacent to market, so we will each be free to explore its
beauty as we please.
Yu Garden is a famous classical garden located in Old Town, Shanghai. The garden was finished in 1577
by a government officer of the Ming Dynasty (13681644) named Pan Yunduan. This garden was
specially built for Pan's parents as a place for them to enjoy a tranquil and happy lifestyle in their old age.
“Yu” in Chinese means pleasing and satisfying, and with over 30 pavilions linked by a maze of corridors
and bridges, the garden is as pleasing to the eye as it is satisfying to the other senses.

In late afternoon we will regroup for the short drive back to our hotel, where we may freshen up before
regrouping around 6:00pm.
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Our evening will begin with a Chinese Acrobatic Show. Chinese Acrobatics is one of the world’s oldest
performing arts. Its history can be traced back to Neolithic times. It is believed that acrobatics grew out of
labor and selfdefense skills, which people practiced and demonstrated during their leisure time.

After the acrobatics show we will enjoy another fabulous dinner together. Following dinner, we take the
short ride to Xintiandi, Shanghai’s modern development of cafés, upscale dining and highend shopping:
all at the very historic, and perhaps juxtaposed, site of the first meeting of the Chinese Communist Party.
As a recreation born out of the sprawls of Shikumen housing, which is considered the architectural
symbol of Shanghai in the 20th century, Xintiandi is an urban tourist attraction imbued with the city's
historical and cultural legacies. Xintiandi's Shikumen attraction was created by converting residential
blocks into a multifunctional dining, retail and entertainment center flowing with restaurants, boutiques,
cafes and bars of an international standard.
The Shikumen buildings within Xintiandi retain the antique walls, tiles and exterior of the Shikumen
housing of old Shanghai.
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Tiger Hill
Humble Administrator’s Garden
Museum
Today we will travel by coach to the 2,500year old city of Suzhou. Resting alongside the Taihu Lake, the
city features numerous examples of ancient architecture alongside the modernistic structures that define
many of eastern China’s skylines. Preeminent among Suzhou’s architectural highlights are the city’s
beautiful gardens, for which it best known.
We begin our visit to Suzhou with a stop at Tiger Hill. The Tiger Hill
Pagoda, or Yunyansi, was built from 959 to 961 during the Song dynasty.
It is a 156foot tall brick pagoda with seven stories and eight sides, and it
actually leans approximately 3.5 degrees to the right. Like many
pagodas of the Tang and early Song periods, it is a stone imitation of
earlier wooden pagodas. The "brackets" and "lintels" carved on the
surface are not structural, but decorative. Since this is clearly an
imitation of wooden designs, Tiger Hill Pagoda preserves a valuable
record of how wooden pagodas of the area must have been constructed.

Perhaps the most famous
of Suzhou’s gardens is the
Humble Administrator’s
Garden. Originally built in
1509 during the Ming Dynasty, it
was initially the private garden
of a former government servant,
Wang Xianchen. It was said he
intended to build a garden
after retiring to enjoy the life of
a humble man, hence the unique
name of this lavish garden. Small,
wooded areas, hills and rock formations provide natural landscaping while
the water feature, pavilions, halls and parlors complete the masterpiece
that is the garden.
The Suzhou Museum was designed by I.M. Pei, who spent three
summers in Suzhou as a youth “learning the family business” from
his grandfather. The museum houses the rich treasures of the
2,500yearold city of Suzhou. It complements both the artifacts and the city
itself, with its traditionally inspired yet contemporary architecture. Suzhou
was a major cultural center during the Ming and Qing dynasties, and the museum houses relics, including
jade, porcelain, calligraphy and paintings that are representative of those periods.
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Free Day
Today, our last full day in
Shanghai, and China, you are
free to roam anywhere you
wish to go, whenever you
wish to go there.
Perhaps a day of shopping
along Nanjing Road followed
by an evening stroll along the
Bund. However you decide to
fill your day, it is sure to be
memorable.
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Depart Shanghai, Return to SFO
Today we will return to California. Thanks to the International Date Line, we will actually arrive at a
California local time that is a few hours earlier than the local time in China when we departed.
So, we bid farewell to China, for now. We saw, we tasted, we learned, we laughed.
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To reserve your space on the AIA Central Valley Chapter’s China Architectural Tour
Register with Application and $500 deposit by June 1, 2007 to lock in program fees of $3800*
Registration after June 1, 2007 program fees total $4100
Travel Dates: October 16 – 28 , 2007

Included Features

Overnights & Tour Highlights:
Beijing  5

·

The Great Wall, Tiananmen Square, The Grand national
Theater, The Forbidden City, The Summer Palace,
Olympic Venues including the Bird’s Nest and Water
th
Cube, Yuan Ming Yuan Garden 300 Anniversary
Academy Seminar

·
·

Xi’an – 2

·

Muslim Quarter, Great Mosque Terracotta Warriors,
Ancient City Walls, Bell and Drum Towers
Shanghai  4
Shanghai Urban Planning Exhibition Center, World
Financial Center, Pearl of the Orient

Program Fees:

·

·
·
·
·
·
·

Roundtrip air travel San Francisco and China on scheduled
airlines
All interChina flights (Beijing/Xi’an, Xi'an/Shanghai)
10nights accommodations in well located 4 star hotels (double
occupancy)
Breakfast, Lunch and Dinner included daily except where stated
in itinerary
Services of a Golden California bilingual staff in China and local
tour guides
Services of bilingual National Guides throughout the trip
All land transportation on private air conditioned coaches
Entrance fees to all tourist sites
Baggage handling, service charges, hotel and domestic airport
taxes
Travel insurance
24 hour emergency support

Registration by June 1, 2007: $3800*
Registration after June 1, 2007: $4,100

Space is limited: Reserve your place now!
Registration Begins: April 1, 2007 (registration form & $500 nonrefundable deposit)*
Second Payment Due: July 1, 2007 ($1,500)
Final Payment Deadline: August 1, 2007 (remaining balance due)
* Note: Participants who register after June 1, 2004 will pay program fees of $4,100

REGISTRATION OPTIONS
Option 1
Complete the enclosed registration form (one form for each traveler), attach your $500 nonrefundable
deposit via check or money order made out to Golden California, Inc. and mail to:
Golden California, Inc.
AIA 2007 China Tour
2544 Industrial Blvd.
West Sacramento, CA 95691
Option 2
As of April 1, 2007, register online at www.goldencalifornia.biz where you can complete the full
application and submit your $500 nonrefundable deposit via credit card.
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❒ Female ❒ Male

Departure Date: October 16, 2007
Personal Information
Name (as it appears on your passport)
Street Address

_

City

State

Home Phone

Zip

_

Work Phone

_

EMail

Date of Birth

/

/

_

Passport Information (required for booking inChina air travel):
I am a citizen of

_

Passport Number
Date of Issue

State (Province/other) Where Issued
/

/

Date of Expiration

Person to Contact in Case of Emergency:
Name
Relation

/

/

_

_

_

_ Email

Day Phone

_

_ Evening Phone

_

Accommodations: Tour price is for double occupancy (Single room supplement is $800.00).
Please mark your preferences:
❒ NonSmoking ❒ Smoking
Do you want a single room: ❒ Yes ❒ No
If No:
Do you have a roommate for this tour? ❒ Yes ❒ No
If Yes:
Name:
If No:
Please assign a roommate for me: ❒ Yes ❒ No
If you do not agree with the photo usage rights in point 17 below, please mark here: ‗‗‗
I have read the attached 2007 Golden California Inc. terms and conditions and the Golden California Inc. Release and agree to be
bound thereby and agree to be responsible for all amounts owed to Golden California Inc. I am in good physical and mental health
and am able to travel without special medical supervision or special counseling.

Signature

_

Date
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GOLDEN CALIFORNIA INC. TERMS AND CONDITIONS

THE ESSENTIALS…

1. TOUR PRICE: $3,800.00, per person (Registration with $500 deposit on or before June 1, 2007)
$4,100.00, per person (Registration with $500 deposit after June 1, 2007)
· Based on double occupancy. Singleroom supplement is $800.00.
· Hotels listed may be substituted for, based upon availability, with comparable hotel of like
rating and amenities.
· Based on economy class airfare. Upgrades: please contact Golden California, Inc. (GC)
regarding availability and details.
2. INCLUDED IN THE TOUR PRICE
· 10nights accommodations in fourstar hotels (double occupancy)
· 10 breakfasts, 7 lunches & 8 dinners
· Services of a Golden California bilingual staff in China and local tour guides
· Services of bilingual National Guides throughout the trip
· All interChina flights (Beijing/Xi'an, Xi'an/Shanghai)
· Roundtrip airfare between SFO to China (economy class)
· All land transportation (air conditioned coaches)
· Entrance fees to all tourist sites
· Baggage handling, service charges hotel and domestic airport taxes
· Travel insurance in China
3. NOT INCLUDED IN THE TOUR PRICE
· Visa processing fees
· Excess luggage fees
· Incidental hotel charges such as room service and laundry
· Personal expenses
4. RESERVATION, DEPOSIT & FORM OF PAYMENT
Deposit and completed reservation form should arrive on or before June 1, 2007 to secure program fees
of $3800. The deposit is $500.00 per person and is payable by check or money order to Golden
California, Inc with online credit card payment accepted from April 1, 2007 onward. Reservations
made after August 1, 2007 will be accepted subject to space availability and may be subject to a late
booking fee.
5. FINAL PAYMENT & PAYMENT SCHEDULE
GC must receive final payment on or before August 1, 2007. Failure to comply with this requirement will
result in automatic cancellation of reservation and forfeiture of deposit. In the event that reservation is
made after August 1, 2007, full payment must be made immediately upon confirmation.
· June 1, 2007……………………..….$500 Deposit (to lock in $3800 program fee)
· July 1, 2007 …………………………$1500 second payment
· August 1, 2007………………………Final payment of remaining balance due
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6. CANCELLATION & REFUND
Paid deposits are 100% nonrefundable. A full refund less deposit per person will be issued for any
cancellation notice received by GC on or before August 1, 2007. All cancellation requests must be made
in writing. Penalty for cancellations made after August 1, 2007 will be assessed as follows:
· August 1 through August 31, 2007................. 25% of the tour cost
· September 1 through September 24, 2007......... 50% of the tour cost
· On or later than September 25, 2007................ 100% of the tour cost
If GC cancels a tour due to insufficient booking or circumstances beyond its control, GC will refund all
money paid and the full refund shall constitute final settlement for the client. GC shall not be held
responsible for any expenses that may have incurred as a result of the client's booking.
7. CURRENCY FLUCTUATIONS and PRICE GUARANTEE
All prices are based on foreign exchange rates at the time of publication. In the event of increased land or
air costs that are beyond GC's control, GC reserves the right to alter the price of the tour in accordance
with the increased costs. Any price increase will be announced on or before July 31, 2007. Your tour price
is guaranteed once GC has received your full payment.
8. UNUSED SERVICES
Regardless of the reason, unused services during the tour including transportation, hotel accommodation,
meals and sightseeing are neither refundable nor exchangeable.
9. DATE CHANGE AND TRANSFER OF BOOKING
Change of departure date after confirmation is prohibited. Transfer of booking to another person may be
accepted, subject to an administration fee of $100 per person, provided air tickets have not been issued.
10. TRAVEL DOCUMENTS
It is the client's own responsibility to obtain passport and travel visa. The client is responsible for providing
GC with correct, complete and accurate information regarding personal details. Failure to comply with this
requirement may lead to unnecessary financial loss or the client's dismissal from the tour. GC can
arrange for travel visas to China for a $100.00 per person fee. The cutoff date for this service is August
31, 2007.
11. HEALTH & FITNESS REQUIREMENTS
Traveling abroad with GC will require ability to walk distances, navigate stairs and occasionally perform
physically strenuous activities. Travelers should anticipate encountering natural and architectural barriers
outside the United States, which GC cannot and does not control. Special meals/or medical supervision
cannot be provided. GC offers and provides services on a fair and nondiscriminatory basis, without
consideration of any factor or characteristic prohibited by law and with equal opportunity for all applicants
and participants. GC complies with all laws prohibiting discrimination.
12. MINIMUM AGE
Minimum age acceptable for our tours is 12 years.
13. INSURANCE
GC strongly recommends that all travelers purchase trip cancellation & interruption, hospital and medical,
and baggage insurance to protect their travel plans.
14. BAGGAGE
During the tour each client is limited to one piece of checked luggage, which according to the Chinese air
carriers must weigh no more than 20kg (44 lbs). One carryon weighing no more than 5kg (11 lbs.) is
allowed. The client must be able to lift and comfortably transport their own luggage short distances as
porter service may not be available at all locations.
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15. RESPONSIBLE BEHAVIOUR
The client agrees to abide by the authority of the tour leader or our local agents. Conduct or behavior
causing danger, distress or annoyance to the group is prohibited. Any expenses incurred as a result of
the client's removal will be the client's responsibility.
16. RESPONSIBILITIES OF GOLDEN CALIFORNIA, INC.
GC acts only as agent for its suppliers and contractors providing transportation, accommodation and
other related travel services. GC assumes no responsibility or liability for any injury, death, damage, loss,
accident with any services resulting directly or indirectly from acts of God, strikes, government
regulations, thefts, failure of any means, discrepancies or changes over which it has no control. GC
applies all reasonable checks and measures in utmost good faith to ensure that details in the itinerary are
carried out exactly as specified. However, changes, including, but not limited to, substitution of hotels of
equal or similar quality and air carriers, may be made out of necessity.
Clients must be aware that there may be different living standards and practices outside of their home
country. Under no circumstances shall GC be responsible for any inconvenience, loss, damage or injury
resulting from these conditions. The passenger contract issued together with the air ticket by the air
carrier shall constitute the sole contract between the airline and the passenger; GC shall not be
responsible for any delays, substitutions of equipment or any act of omission whatsoever by the carrier,
its agent, servants and employees.
17. RIGHTS OF GOLDEN CALIFORNIA, INC. (GC)
GC reserves the right to decline or the obligation to retain any person as a tour member at any time. GC
reserves the right to take photographs during the operation of any tour or part thereof, and to use the
resulting photographs for promotional purposes. By booking with GC the client agrees to allow their
image to be used in such photographs; clients who prefer that their image not be used are asked to
identify themselves on the reservation form.
18. COMPLAINT & CLAIM AGAINST GOLDEN CALIFORNIA, INC.
Any complaint must be brought to the attention of the tour leader or local guide immediately while on the
tour. Any claim against GC must be filed in writing and be received by GC within 30 days upon
completion of the tour.
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